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Winter Storm This Weekend
For Eastern North Carolina

Decision Support Briefing #5

        Important Updates

➔ First full multi slide 
briefing

➔ Trends continue upward 
for a significant snowfall 
for the majority of the 
area

➔ First snow probability 
maps for 1”+, 4”+, 8”+
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Threat Levels/Timing - Max Values
For Eastern North Carolina. Please Reference www.weather.gov/mhx for specific information for your location

Snow

Wind

Coastal 
Flooding

Cold

Marine

Sat Night Sunday Sun NightSaturday Monday

1 2 3 3 3 2 1 0 0 0

1 2 3 3 3 2 1 0 0 0

1 2 2 3 3 2 1 1 0 0

2 2 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 2

2 2 2 3 3 3 2 2 1 1

Key Messages
● Timing and threat levels are based on the most likely or current 

track. These are subject to CHANGE.
● Continue to monitor future updates and do not anchor on one 

forecast!

Effects and Impacts Legend

    0 Little to No Impact     1 Minor Impact

    2 Moderate Impact     3 High Impact     4 Extreme Impact

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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At Least MODERATE Impacts Likely
Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

▪ Most of Eastern NC now has a 
60-80% chance of seeing 
Moderate Impacts.

▪ Probabilities have continued to 
trend higher over the past 24 
hours.

Moderate Impacts:

- Hazardous driving conditions

- Closures and disruptions to 
infrastructure may occur

For Map 
Updates
Use QR 
Code

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Accumulating Snow Is Likely

● Highly probable for an 
accumulating snowfall.

● Trends have been increasing. 

● This is expected to be a 
mostly snow event, but some 
rain is still possible especially 
closer to the coast.

● NOT Expecting ICE.

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

▪ Most of Eastern NC now has over a 
50% chance of seeing Major 
Impacts.

▪ Probabilities have continued to 
trend higher over the past 24 hours.

Major Impacts:

- Expect considerable disruptions to 
daily life.

- Dangerous or impossible driving 
conditions.

- AVOID travel if possible.
- Widespread closures & disruptions 

to infrastructure may occur.

MAJOR Impacts Possible, Trending Upward

For Map 
Updates
Use QR 
Code

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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● Trends have been 
increasing for several 
inches of snow. 

● Snowfall rates may exceed 
1”- 2”+ an hour during the 
peak of the snow.

● Blowing snow likely 
especially in open areas or 
near the water.

● Poor visibility due to blowing 
and falling snow.

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

Significant Snow Is Becoming More Likely

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

● Trends have been 
increasing for SIGNIFICANT 
amounts of snow. 

● Localized blizzard 
conditions POSSIBLE along 
the coast.

● If these amounts were to 
verify, IMPACTS may last into 
the MAJORITY of next week.

Significant Snow Is Becoming More Likely

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Wind Chill Saturday through Tuesday
Check Out: www.weather.gov/forecastpoints for your hometown!!

http://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints


National Weather Service

2:30 PM EST
January 28, 2026

Newport/Morehead City, NC
National Weather Service

Forecast Wind Gusts

● Wind gusts:
○ Outer Banks- 50-65 mph
○ Inland - 35-50 mph

● Potential for stronger 
winds along the coast 
Sunday

● Impacts: Isolated power 
outages and tree 
damage possible

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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Coastal Flooding Potential

● Moderate to locally 
significant impacts will be 
possible, both oceanside 
and soundside

● Could lead to travel impacts 
for vulnerable portions of 
NC-12, especially Hatteras 
and Ocracoke Islands

● Too early for specific 
inundation information

Follow: www.weather.gov/mhx for updates

Areas of 
greatest 
concern

Areas of 
greatest 
concern

http://www.weather.gov/mhx
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IDSS Forecast Point Page
For Point-Specific Forecasts

IDSS Forecast Points
● To get point-specific, hourly forecast 

information, check out our IDSS Forecast 
Points page by visiting the link below or 
by scanning the QR code.

● This page allows you to customize your 
hourly plot order and fields to look for 
your specific thresholds.

● https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints

***Images to the 
right are an 
example and are 
not a current 
official forecast.***

https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Contact and Next Briefing Information

        Briefing Webpage
➔ weather.gov/media/mhx/LatestBriefing.pdf

        Next Briefing

➔ By 9 AM Thursday January 29, 2026
➔ Method: Email

        Disclaimer
➔ Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive

   

!

       Contact Information

Web 
➔ weather.gov/mhx

Phone
➔ 252-223-5737

Email 
➔ wxobs.mhx@noaa.gov

Facebook
➔ www.facebook.com/NWSMoreheadCity

Twitter
➔ www.twitter.com/NWSMoreheadCity

For National Weather Service Newport / Morehead City

http://weather.gov/media/mhx/LatestBriefing.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/NWSMoreheadCity
http://www.twitter.com/NWSMoreheadCity

